"GIVE US THE TOOLS AND WE WILL
FINISH THE JOB"

A BROADCAST ADDRESS
FEBRUARY 9, 1941

February 7.    Benghazi captured by British troops, who thus held all

Eastern Libya.

February 8.    " Lend and Lease" Bill passed the United States
House of Representatives.

Mr.   Malcolm  MacDonald,   Minister   of Health,
appointed High Commissioner to Canada.

February 9.   British armoured columns advanced from Benghazi to
the borders of Tripolitania.
British warships bombarded Genoa.
Petain appointed Darlan Vice-Premier and Foreign
Minister in Vichy Government.

[February 9, 1941.
FIVE months have passed since I spoke to the British nation and
the Empire on the broadcast. In wartime there is a lot to be
said for the motto : <c Deeds, not words." All the same, it is a good
thing to look around from time to time and take stock, and certainly
our affairs have prospered in several directions during these last
four or five months, far better than most of us would have ventured
to hope.
We stood our ground and faced the two Dictators in the hour of
what seemed their overwhelming triumph, and we have shown
ourselves capable, so far, of standing up against them alone. After
the heavy defeats of the German Air Force by our fighters in August
and September, Herr Hitler did not dare attempt the invasion of
this Island, although he had every need to do so and although he had
made vast preparations. Baffled in this mighty project, he sought
to break the spirit of the British nation by the bombing, first of
London, and afterwards of our great cities. It has now been proved,
to the admiration of the world, and of our friends in the United
States, that this form of blackmail by murder and terrorism, so far
from weakening the spirit of the British nation, has only roused it to
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